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PRIORY CHRISTMAS 2011 


This past December was very busy with our Christmas sale Dec. 2-3 at the Municipal Center in Chestertown.  Chris Boggia cut down his 25th tree for the Priory chapel and living room.  The one in chapel is the largest ever!  On Sunday, Dec 11 we decorated the house and trees, had liturgy with Fr. Joe Anselment, and then had a great potluck supper.


On Sunday, Dec. 18 we held an Open House featuring Jenny Olin reading the Christmas story, and Patty Corey, vocalist, and Judy Gross harpist, who led all in Christmas carols.  Every one went home with a small Christmas gift (Beanie Babies shared by others outside the community in Albany, Lyons Falls, Chestertown and beyond.)


Also, on first weekend in December three women who are in the Joseph the Worker program sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph came on retreat.  These women are sharing a year in their lives to live in community and to work at various non-profit agencies in the Albany area. If any young women are interested in learning more about the program, call Sr. Connie.
50/50 RAFFLE


This traditional end-of-year fundraiser is actually done all year long.  It’s not too late to get in on the chance to win and also help The Priory.
CUSTOMIZED PRIORY PROGRAMS - Other possibilities for using our Priory:

For Groups: Organize your own group (a minimum of 3) for an afternoon or evening on the following topics: Prayer - different ways of praying, journaling; Praying with scripture - Lectio divina; Prayer and art, or any general topic that can be adjusted to a group, such as topics in the brochure.  All of these may be presented at the Priory or elsewhere.

For Individuals: Plan time away for a day or overnight private retreat.  You may choose a directed retreat, a silent space with a daily meeting with a spiritual director at a time set up to meet the individual's needs, or something more private and flexible to your time and needs.  The Priory also is a wonderful place to take a sabbatical from the stresses of your life and career.
Connie Messitt, CSJ, Pat Mousaw, and Joanne St. Hilaire, CSJ are available to facilitate a directed retreat.  Connie Messitt, CSJ and Mary Kay Glazer are available as spiritual directors.

July 2012: The Priory’s 25th GARAGE SALE!

This “main fundraiser” of our year is set for July 14-15 on the Priory grounds.  The sale runs from 9am to 3pm each day, and has become such an anticipated event for the local community and summer visitors alike that we see our guests coming back both days just to check on the sale, have something to eat, and enjoy the social gathering.

As with any large fundraising event, we depend on the time and energy of many volunteers, which we need to start lining up now.  If you would like to help us out with set-up on Friday, the actual sale on Saturday and Sunday, or take-down on Sunday afternoon, please call or email us.  The rewards are many: including spending time on our mountain on a gorgeous summer day, meeting lots of wonderful people, finding some one-of-a-kind treasures for yourself, and sharing a great meal with the rest of the volunteer crew at the end of each day.  Come join in the fun and the fundraising for a very special place!
PRIORY NEEDS

1. Volunteers for Spruce-Up Day, Saturday, May 19.  You know summer is not far away when we haul out our lawn furniture, prepare our gardens, and tidy up after an Adirondack winter.  It is a fun day of seeing old friends, meeting new ones, getting exercise and lots of fresh mountain air, and topped off with a pot luck supper (picnic).
2. Windows-Over the past few years we have slowly been replacing the older windows in the house with new, energy-efficient ones, thanks to the generosity of donors.  If you would like to help, please contact Sr. Connie.
OUR WEBSITE: www.prioryretreathouse.org

If you haven’t already seen it, please visit our website, which we continue to revise and refresh.  Check it often for programs or events not scheduled on the brochure.  Send us your email address so that we can keep you updated with program flyers and announcements.

PRIORY ASSOCIATE STAFF
We are pleased to involve 11 associate professional staff to lead and facilitate the diverse menu of workshops, classes, and events during our March - August 2012 semester:

Vickie Agresta is a licensed Mental Health Counselor with a private practice in the Glens Falls area.  She earned a BA from Siena College and an MS in Counseling from The College of St. Rose.  Vickie has worked in both hospital and school settings and has always been active in her faith community.  In addition to her professional experience, Vickie draws on learnings gleaned from faith, marriage, and raising a family.
Eileen Davenport serves as adjunct faculty for the OECFL, & Formation for Ministry, is currently the Assistant for Special Programs at St. Bernard’s School of Theology & Ministry in Albany.  She holds a Masters in Theology from St. Bernard’s.

Bruce Gardiner is the local contact person for Contemplative Outreach in the Albany and upper Hudson Valley area. He is a graduate Formation for Ministry Program (Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany) and has served as an FMP retreat leader and staff member. Bruce has been commissioned by Contemplative Outreach and Fr. Thomas Keating to teach Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina. With over thirty years of management and church consulting experience, Bruce is currently affiliated with the Princeton-based consultancy Kepner-Tregoe, Inc. 

Paul Gibaldi has been a licensed New York Wilderness Guide, author, and photographer for over 20 years.  He hosted “Adirondack Journey” a televised series about the outdoors, and is a widely recognized inspirational and motivational speaker.  He lives in Queensbury, NY, with his wife, Laura, and their 4 children.
Mary Glazer is a Quaker who lives in Ticonderoga.  She is a spiritual director who was trained at Shalem Institute in Washington, D.C.  Mary, with no artistic talent whatsoever, has found that coloring and doodling can indeed be a way to engage with God.

Joanne St. Hilaire, CSJ, is a Sister of St. Joseph and a spiritual director.  She offers retreats and spiritual programs in retreat centers and parishes.  Sister has two degrees in literature and graduate study in theology and spirituality.

Pat Joyce retired in 2006 as executive director of the Lower Adirondack Regional Arts Council in Glens Falls, NY, after 23 years of service to the region’s cultural community.  Pat has extensive experience in grant writing, has developed and taught grant writing workshops, and has served as a panelist for several grant-making agencies, including the NYS Council on the Arts.  Pat has a BA in secondary education, a Masters in German Language and Literature, and a Masters in Administration and Leadership.  Pat is an adjunct faculty member at SUNY/Adirondack.
Bro. Michael Laratonda is a Marist Brother who initially ministered as an educator of adolescents and adults for many years.  He has also been a chaplain for elders prior to being a Co-Director (with Sr. Margaret Picha) of Wellsprings, a sabbatical/renewal program in Glens Falls.  He is presently involved in retreat work, facilitating of religious communities, spiritual direction, and workshops on various topics about spirituality.

Pat Mousaw is a spiritual director, retreat leader and a member of the Albany Diocesan Diaconate Formation team.  She has a master’s degree in Theology from St. Bernard’s and holds certificates in Spiritual Guidance and in Contemplative Group Leadership from the Shalem Institute in Washington, D.C.  Pat served for two and one half years as Co-Director of the Priory.

Joan Palmer’s successful Human Resource Consulting practice of over 25 years shifted to career and life planning where the focus is on” movement” and “change.”  Her personal work took her to the Kripalu Center for Yoga and Health in Lenox, MA.  She has assisted with workshops where personal insight, growth, and change have been the core of the training.  Joan is a trained Soul Collage Facilitator, a Kripalu Yoga Dance Instructor, and a certified Myers/Briggs Instructor.

Donna Peabody is a retired educator of thirty-six years, who values the importance of a spiritual and balanced life.  She is a Soul Collage enthusiast, lover of poetry, the arts, writer, and yoga practitioner.  Her joy is deeply felt surrounded by her family, friends, and working in her contemplative garden.

To register for any of the programs in our brochure, you may use the form below.  You may also download a registration form on our website, www.prioryretreathouse.org 
under the Programs/Events tab in the Program Schedule pull-down.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Priory Retreat House Registration Form

Name of Even/Program:
  Date: 


REGISTRANT’S NAME: 


Street Address: 


Town/City: 
  State: 
  Zip: 

Phone: (_____)  
  cell: (_____) - 
  e-mail: 

Overnight accommodations: No 
  Yes 
  -- Number of Nights 


Dietary Restrictions:  No 
  Yes 
 - please describe: 


Mail this form with a deposit check made payable to Priory Retreat House to:

Priory Retreat House

135 Priory Rd., PO Box 336, Chestertown, NY 12817

Questions? Please call 518-494-3733 or e-mail us at prioryretreat@yahoo.com
Thank you!  We look forward to welcoming you!

Sr. Connie Messitt, CSJ,
P.O. Box 336, Chestertown, NY 12817-0336	www.prioryretreathouse.org�Phone & Fax: 518-494-3733	prioryretreat@yahoo.com








